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Introduction

Historic buildings are: valuable not only as attractive and interesting

objects in the landscape or townscape, but as a reminder of our social

development. They also provide asense oflocal continuity rootedinthe past
which is of value to our own generation and form a continuing atiraction for
tourists. Such buildings are often of special historic interest, sometimes
because they are associated with famous persons or events or more often
design, craftsmanship, and ways of living and building, and can be studied
as “archaeology above ground”. The finest buildings are works of art in
themselves and it is unthinkable that such buildings should not be pre-
served.

Regional types of buildings survive. They represent a tradition of
folk design based upon the slowly changing practices of craftsmen and
availability of local building materials. As a result of the lack of a suitable
local building stone and an abundance of timber, many of the buildings
in Swale are timber framed. Many Georgian and later elevations often
conceal earlier medieval timber framed buildings. There are also many
first rate brick buildings.

The special character of old towns and villages is largely due to the
surviving mixture of historic buildings. The ill-advised demolition or
alteration of an historic building can mean that the special character of a
whole area is irretrievably destroyed. The number of historic buildings is
limited; they cannot be recreated and the remainder become more

precious. They form an important part of our heritage which we hold in

trust for future generations.
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Planning Policy

1.0 Government advice is contained in
Circular 8/87 entitled Historic Buildings and
Conservation Areas - Policy and Procedurs, whilst
planning policies concerning historic buildings and
conservation areas are contained within the Kent
Structure Plan and the Swale Borough Local Plan,

Listing

2.0 Buildings which the Secretary of State
for National Heritage considers to be of special archi-
tectural or historic interest are included on Statutory
Lists (listed buildings). The purpose of listing is to
ensure that historic buildings are not demolished or
altered before each proposal has been examined, and
full consideration has been given to alternative solu-
tions, where appropriate. Listing also aids the deter-
mination of priorities when allocating public funds for
conservation. Anyone can apply to have a building
listed, whether or not they are the owner.

Controls & Consentis

3.0 The majority of listed buildings are still .

capable of beneficial use and new work can be made
o blend happily with the old.

341 The Borough Council's Conservation
Officer will be pleased to.give advice before applica-
tions are rmade for consent fo alter or demalish historic
buildings.

3.2 For most development, planning per-
mission is needed before work can commence. Inthe
case of listed buildings, Listed Building Consent is
also required for any works involving alteration or
extension. This includes alterations or additions
to the INTERIOR of any listed building. The
alteration or removal of such {eatures as doors, win-
dows, fireplaces, cornices, balustrades etc. requires
consent. [t should be noted that the descriptions of
buildings included in the lists compiled by the Secre-
tary of State have no legal signiticance and are
intended primarily for identification purposes and
should not be treated as a comprehensive or exclu-
sive record of all the features which make the build-
Ings worthy of listing.
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3.3 Listed Building Consent is required for the demolition of all or any
PART of alisted building such as the removal of a chimney stack orthe substitution
of concrete tiles for clay tiles on the roof. The term “listed building” includes the
building in its entirety including any later additions together with any man-made
object or structure: fixed to or within the curtilage of a listed building (e.g. internal
features; built-in cupboards, fireplaces, panelling and external features; porches,
outbuildings, hanging signs, boundary walls and fences).

3.4 Listed Building Consent may be necessary even if planning permis-
sion is not needed.

3.5 Works of repair may also need consent. It is therefore wise to check
with the Borough Coungil. .

IT IS AN OFFENCE TC DEMOLISH, EXTEND OR ALTER A LISTED
BUILDING WITHOUT FIRST OBTAINING LISTED BUILDING CONSENT.
THE PENALTY CAN BE A FINE OF UNLIMITED AMOUNT OR UP TO
TWELVE MONTHS IMPRISONMENT, OR BOTH.

3.6 These penallies can apply to the owner, the tenant or the contractor
undertaking the work.

3.7 in many instances Building Regulation Approval will be required.
Where alterations required by the Building Regulations would adversely affect a
listed building, it may be possible sometimes to apply for a relaxation of the
regulations.

3.8 When you have received listed building consent, please check the
CONDITIONS under which this consent has been granted in order that these may,
if necessary, be complied with BEFORE work comtmences.

Milton Regis.
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The Use of Colour on Listed Buildings

4.0 As far as listed buildings are concerned, there is no doubt thatthe use
of colour can have a considerable effect upon the character of the building and it
therefore followsthatto alterthe colour used externally to a material degree requires
an application for Listed Building Consent.

4.1 Many of the historic buildings within the Borough are timber framed.
Traditionally, oak frames in Kent were never darkened with tar, crecsote or similar
substances but were either limewashed or left to weather naturally. Where such
timber frames have remained uncoloured they should be retained in this way.
Similarly, timbers exposed internally should not be darkened or painted but should
be leftuntreated. It canbe an offenceto darken the frame of a listed building without
first obtaining Listed Building Consent,

4.2 If you wish to change the external colour of a listed building, please
- seek advice from the Borough Council's Conservation Officer. Please also
remember that you need consent to paint brickwork or masonry which is not at
present painted,

—_——

; .,
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Buncos Farm, Tonge,
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Repairing Historic Buildings

5.0 The majority of old buildings have under-
gone many alterations during their lifetime and it is
generally unwiseto remove later additions unlessthey
are of no historic value or are unsympathetic. A house
tends to evolve over time. Previous alterations bear
witness to this process and should generally be re-
tained. Any attempt to reconstruct, for example, the
feeling of afifteenth century yeomans houseis unlikely
to succeed. Again, when in doubt ask the Borough
Council's Conservation Officer.

5.1 Forawners who may not have the exper-
tise, it is vital to obtain expert advice before embarking
on any project affecting a listed building (see also box
opposite) and it is important to make sure that any
agent whom you commission to advise you is well
versed in the specialised skills required to produce a
scheme which will be correctly detailed and accept-
able to the Council.

Historic shopfront
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54 When altering or extending a listed building, it is important to ensure
thatthe new waork does not dominate the original building. Architects should beware
of the temptation 1o *leave their mark” on the building.

5.5 it the owner of a listed building fails to take reasonable steps o
preserve the building, the local authority may serve a repairs notice and in extreme
cases may be entitled to buy it compulsorily (withthe Secretary of State's consent).
[fthe owner deliberately neglects the building in order to develop the site, the local
authority may not only acquire the building, but may do so at a price which excludes
the value of the site for redevelopment. If the building is unoccupled the local
authority may carry out urgent works of repair themselves and charge the owner.

The Setting of a Listed Building

8.0 The setting of a listed building is often an essential feature of iis
character, especiaily if a garden or grounds have been laid out as an integral part
of the design and layout of the building. The setting of a listed building may be its
immediate surroundings, or may include land some distance from 1.

6.1 If development takes place
near a listed building it should have careful ,
regard not only to its existing landscape

features which may contribute to its char-
acterand setting, but alsotoany proposed
new landscaping. Tree and shrub planting
should be typical of that which may have
been planted at the time of construction of
the building. Proposals affecting large
historic houses with formally laid out gar-
dens should respect their formal design
andlayout. The Garden History Society is _f@f
able to give guidance. In addition the
County Coungil has prepared details of the

historic gardens in the Borough, together [/ ,
with advice on plant t o, i,
6.2 In addition, many attractive i aminiromi

streets or villages owe their character not
s0 much to buildings of great individual
merit but to the appearance produced by
a whole range or complex of buildings.

6.3 The Borough Council will
havée special regard 1o preserving their

setting when considering planning appli- e
cations which affect them. Tonga Mit, Sittingbourne, Fre=isat
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Ancillary Buildings & Structures

7.0 Objects fixed to the building or objects not fixed, e.g. walls, other
means of enclosure and outhouses, which have formed part of its curtilage priorto
1stJuly 1948, are regarded as partofthe listed building and are thus subject to listed
building control (for all structures, regardless of age, within a conservation area, a
conservation area consent may be required for demolition), '

Windows & other Detailing

8.0 Wheneverpossible characteristic detailing - e.9. windows, mouldings,
guttering etc. should be retained. Given the age of most listed buildings, it is often
the case that repairs may be needed to
features such as windows and the desire by
owners to replace draughty windows is un-
derstandable. Whenever possible, exist-
ing windows should be repaired; however
ifwindows require replacementthen purpose
made windows, using the exact style and
materials of the original, should be made.
The Borough Council will not permit the use
of double glazed windows in listed buildings.
Similarly the replacement of damaged rain-
water goods with plastic gutiering or down
pipes will not be acceptable. If in doubt
contact the Borough Conservation Officer.
Further guidance is contained in appendix A, -
together with the advice contained in the
Society for the Protection of Ancient Build-
ing's technical pamphlet No. 13.

Window detalfling,

Thatched Fioofs

9.0 The retention of the criginal shape, pitch, cladding and ornament of a
roof is important and this applies particularly to thatched roofs.

9.1 Traditionally, thatching materials in Kent were either long straw or, in
some areas around marshland and estuaries, waterreed. Where new buildings are
1o be thatched or, in the case of existing thatched buildings re-thatched, this should
be carried out in the traditional Kent Long Siraw or in water reed where there is

. evidence that the building was originally thatched in this material.

8.2 Combed wheat reed which has been introduced into the area fromthe
West Country over recent years will not normally be permitted. Owners ol listed -
buildings are reminded that listed building consent is required to change from one
type of thatching material to another. _ .
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Churches

10.0 Many Churches are of special architectural or historic interest and are listed
as such. Planning permission is required to extend or alter the exterior of any
church. Some churches may also be subject to “faculty jurisdiction” and advice
should be sought from the appropriate Diocesan Advisory Committee.

Scheduled Ancient Monuments

11.0  Some buildings and other structures as well as archaeological re-
mains are scheduled as Ancient Monuments (they may aiso be listed). Scheduled
Monument Consent is required before these can be attared or repaired In any way.
Details may be obtained from the Department of National Heritage (see contacts).

Other Legislation

12.0 Where a building is to be used for commercial premises or for a flat
conversion, it is important to obtain the advice of the local Building Control Officer.
it may be suggested that certain features be altered or abscursd 10 comply with
these requirements. It should be understood however that in no way do the
requirements of the Fire Preven'tion Ofticer or other Statutory Bodies override the
need to obtain listed building consent. There are usually several alternative ways
of complying with the legislation and sometimes regulations can be relaxed.

121 The Borough Council will expect listed building owners to adopt a
scheme which causes the least possible alteration or disruption to the historic
structure. ltis essential to obtain such advice at an eary stage in a project so that
these requirements may be discussed with the Conservation Officer and canthen
be included in an application for listed building consent,
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Grants & LLoans

13.0 In certain circumstances grants are available both from Central
Government and Local Government funds towards the cost of eligible repairs. They
are always at the discretion of the body giving them. Further details are given in
Appendix B. ‘

13.1  TheBoroughCouncil allocates
funds jointly with English Heritage toward a
number of “Town Schermes” currently at
Faversham, Sheermness and Queenborough.
The owners of selected bulldings in these Acpoira tm
areas can apply for grant assistance to- faulty stock.

wards the cost of eiigible works. f::f.: coction
13.2 Elsewhere withinthe Borough E / rot treatment
the Barough Council provides funds so that nm::m of
grants can be offered towards eligible re- / Loast gutsers.
ﬁt—, “—HRegairs to
poro.pets,

pairs to listed buildings.
Lornices obo

13.3 Advice on all aspects of grant
aid can be sought from the Borough Coun-
cil's Conservation Officer,

134 You may also be eligible for'a

¢ Repninting

grant under the Housing Acts for bringing a St of brickwerk.

listed building up to a habitable standard. i = | =

Details are available from the Environmen- ﬁﬁ SIS ¥ Eﬁ — Repuirs to

tal Services Department at Swale Borough a0 = im?m

Council. P = shop ronss.

1
vat N oA i
and wnder -

14.0  Listed buildings enjoy a more pinning of -

favourable position on the payment of VAT ;‘;:L"“; on:

on works than do unlisted buildings. Re- © treabment

pairs and alterations to unlisted buildings Typical cxamples

. are subject to VAT at the normal rate; but | of cligible work

alterationsto listed buildings are not subject
1o VAT provided that the works have re-
ceived listed building consent, VAT re-

mains payable on works which do not re- | roun scremas can nolp with the
quire consent repair of historic bulldings
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Appendix A:

DoE Circular 8/87 “Historic Buildings &
Conservation Areas -Policy & Procedures”,
Appendix IV: Advice on Altering &
Extending Listed Buildings. ) seowes

NB. Some of the advice is regional in nature. lllustrations added by Swale
Borough Council.

Alterations in Detail

I External Elevations

1.Any alteration orrepairs to external elevations should respectthe existing materials
and match themin textura, quaiity and colour. Anificial materials can be objectionable and
every effort should be made to retain or ra-use facing brickwark, flintwork, stanewark, tile

orslate hanging, mathematicaltiles
[1 I\IA“.,I,H L__tl |
0l B BE M
I | i

and weatharbearding. Cob walling
b Squun panaly 4 Dpaorutive panpls e Midiai divding
panaly

should be carefuliy maintained as it
is a particular vernacular form of
construction in the south west.

A 2_Refacing of brick; terracotta,

flint or stane facades with rough-
cast, cement render,. Tyrolean
render, cement-based paints or any
other treatment which is irrevers-
ible, should always be avoided. This
is particularly sowhers rubbed brick-
wark, ashiar, architectural details in
stone, flint, cut brick, rubbed brick,
glazed brick, terracotta, ceramic,
stucco, Coade Stone and wood
should always be retained.

L Mathemaicat tling

3.When repointing brickwaork
or stone, strong cament morars
and weather struck jointing mustbe
avoided. Itis essentialthatany new
. work or repair should integrate with
the existing coursing. Tumbled brick-
work are paricularly important in
this context,

m Squasd sione

4.Cleaning of stone, brick or
terracotta facades should only be
carried out by specialised firms or
under close supsarvision, as detalis
can alltoo easily ba blurred ar oblit-
erated by crude techniques.

2 Clay lurg.

t,  Dirlck: Engllsh band 4 Brioki Flommh band 4. Dk Howdor band

s T

T [=s—
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5.Advice on painting of facades should not be standardised, except in-terraces.
Drainpipes are usually best painted in unobtrusive colours but old lead down-pipes and
heads should preferably not be painted.

6.0n original plaster elevations, pargetting or any moulding, hawever simple, should
ba retained or copied when repairs are necessary. On no account shauld plaster originally
applied to the building be stripped off ta expose rubble, brick ortimber-framed watls which
were never intended 1o be seen. -

7.0n stuccoed late C18 or C19 elevations where there is mock jdint]ng, grooving,
rustication, architectural details - i.e. orders, cornices, architraves etc. - these should
always ba retained or copled, never skimmed off.

8.with timberframed buildings the totality of structure has to be taken into
consideration - [.e. walis, roof and panitions: the retention of just a timber-framed facade
is meaningless. As few as possible of the timber members should be replaced whan
restoring. Criginal carved details are becoming increasingly rare so that facsimlies should
be avoided unless essential. The timberframe should not be exposadwherathis was never
intended, and the infill of the panels should be matched in any repairs. Later facings of
weatherboarding, tile or slate hanging, mathematicaltiles, stone, brick or stucco, may have

a quality of their own.and should be respected.

9.Inscriptions, fine old lettering, old shop signs, inn sign boards, date plaques and
stanes, coats of arms, monograms, fire insurance plaques, commemorative ar symbolic
carvings and statues in niches are part of the history of the building. These features should
never be obscured or obliterated but retained in situ. if the works require the removal of
an interesting feature it is very desirable that it be re-set in an appropriate position.

10.Existing openings should not be widened or heightened out of proportion to an
elevation. Aubbed gaugedbrick or stone voussoir arches should be kept whereverpossible
or copied and their design repeated in any new work or restoration. “Brick-on-and”, soidier
courses and exposed concrete lintels should always be avoldad. '

11.Parapets, solid or balustraded, pediments, parapetted or coped gables and
saddlestones, eaves, cornice and moulded cappings are essential terminal features inthe
gradation of an elevation. If they have to be replaced then it shauld be in facsimlle and
wherever possible in natural materials. By the same token ornamental bargeboards,
fretwork, urns, traphies, cartauchas, finials and statuary are important.

12_Balconies and verandahs of stone or stuceo, and, particularly forthe late C18 and
Regency/mid-Victorian periods, of wrought or cast iron and treliised wood, ara very often
formal c6mponents in the design of an elevation. It Is essential that they should be
maintained and repaired; and if they have to ba replaced then facsimiles should be eracted,

13.Gate piers and gates, arsa andforecourt failings and overthrows with thelrtittings
have the.same importance. ’
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14.Porches are very often the dominant feature of an elevation; their detailing should
always be respected. Open columned porches of the Classical type should preferably
never be enclosed, eg with glazed sides and doors to front, but left open - and this applies
equaiiy to balconies and verandahs.

15, Modern porches should be designed in keeping with the character of the elevation;
where they are inappropriate they should be avolded.

16.5ubsequent additions 1o an earlier building, and Victoerian and Edwardlan
accretions such as conservatories, porches, balconies, verandahs-, windows, doordress-
ings, bargeboards and chirmneys, by no means necessarily detract from the quality of the
bullding. Instead they are oftan of interests in their own right as part of the organic history
of the building. Generally, good later features should not therefore be removed in order
to restore a building to its original form.

17.When dealing with formal urban compositions such as terraces, squares and
crescents, or with planned garden\vil[ages, it is essential to maintain the uniformity of the
detailing - ie balconies, fenestration, doorways, fanlights, area railings, overthrows etc. In
this context, the relationship of traditional street furniture, paving and road surfacing to
formal compositions and other areas of high architectural quality is most important. The
tanterns of lamp-posts and overthrows can usually be adapted to modern use whilst

retaining their character.

18.The symmetry and traditional divislons of elevations, particularly in compositions
such as terraces, must be observed. Doors and windows no longer required can
sometimes be blocked from inside, leaving a dummy or blind feature to the exterior. Shop
fronts should preferably never run through several distinct elevations.

19.Fire escapes should be Jocated as inconspicucusly as possible and carefully
designed if visible. Plumbing should remain concealed or be kept to a minimum on front
elevations and should not disturb or break through any mouldings or decorative features.

20.Extensions: Extensions should not dominate the original building In either scale,
material or situation, Sometimes, but of course not always, matching materials for
extensions are visually mora cbgrusive than lighter modam materials such as glass and
aluminium. The attempted harmonious addition becomes difficult to distinguish from the
original and can sometimes cause a serious imbalance In the original design. The modern
addition may by way of contrast, not “be read” with the rest of the building and so not affect
is appearance too radically. Generally, however, traditional or matching design for
additions is most appropriate. Great care should be taken to follow the fenestration and

detailing of the original. Pitched roofs with matching cladding or parapets should be used, |

whichever Is more appropriate. Successful extensions require an intimate knowledge of
the building type and a sensitive handling of scale and detail.
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i Windows and their Detalis

_1.Fenestratian should always be of appropriate design and respect the existing
openings. If appropriate,’ relaxation of the Building Regulations shauld be considered.
Window arches and dressings should not be altered and should ba repeated in any new
work.

2.t should be remembered that the term
“Georgian” does not mean only buildings dating
from the late C18. There are a great variety of
window types, e sashes and casaments, within
the Georgian period. Standardisation to one late
€18 type should be avoidad and the thickness of
glazing bars and size of pane should correspond
to the date of the building or to when the window
apernuraes were made.

3.Window types vary according to the re-
gion and its building tradition. Mullioned and
transomed casement windows continue into the
18th century in some areas. Inthe North, particu-
larly West Yorkshire and the Pennines, mullioned
wlndows are standard for vernacular buildings
right through to the mid C19 - the mullions should
therefore never be cut cut, There is often a
misguided tendency, due to current fashion, to
Insertbowwindows as “restoration”. Uniess these
are actuaily replacements or copies or original
bows and a local feature, then they are oiten
unacceptable.

4.Modern casements with top opening or
louvred lights or asymmetrically spaces lights are
unsuitable. Pivot windows are normally out of
character but C19 horizontal pivot windows,
rmultipaned and often used as darmers to “match”
the sashes below, or where they serve their
original purpose in industrial and agricultural build-
ings, should be preserved. Architect's drawings
and speclfications should make perfectly clearthe
manner in which new windows are made to open.
The tendency to use non-traditional fenestration in elevations of value, should be resisted
and replacement windows in UPVC are almost always unacceptable.

Dotail of sash window and frama.

5‘.C1 8 and G18 fancy glazing bars in geometric, Gothic or marginal patters should
pe retained wherever possible or copied, whether they are originalto the building or later
insertions.

6.Leaded and iron-framed casements in C19 and paricularly earlier buildings are an
increasing rarity. -
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7.Qriginal glass, crownglass, stained glass andthe rare examples of other very early
glazing materials are obviously important and if they have to be removed should be reset
where possible.

8.0ld louvred or panelied shutters are important features and often contribute to the
design of the elevation. Blind cases and canopies must also be taken into consideration
particutarly in Regency and early to mid-Victorian buildings.

9.If an attic storey Is required where one did not exist, the dormers should be sited
on the rear elevation (or in the gable ends as appropriate). The same would apply if large
window openings are required. But the rear elevation is sometimes of equal importance
to the front and respect for original features is essential. Enlargement of exisling dormers
on principal elevations should always be avoided or only permitted where they can be kept
in proportion to the rest of the fenestration. Original or early dormers, especially the C17
ar early C18 pedimented type, should ba retained, but if-absolutely necessary they should
be replaced in facsimile.

i]] Doors

1.0riginal doorways or any surviving doors up to the mid-Victorian period are of value
and should be retained. Their replacement or defacement is often entirely un ngcessary.

2.Domestic and public building duortypes vary widely and if they have ta berenewed
their design should be appropnate to the character of the building.

3.Doorcases, door furniture, foot scrapers, fan-
lights, pediments, celumns, pilasters, cornices, con-
scles and carved or stucco moulded details should not
be removed or mutilated but retained even if the door-
way is redundant. Artificial materials such astibre glass
can be an acceptable alternative tor mouldings etc.

A" Roofs

1.The roof line is nearly always a dorninant fea-
ture of a building and retention of the original shape
pitch, claddlng and ornament is. most impaortant.

2.Thatched roofs should be preserved as far as
possible as they are impaortant survivals of a.craft and
a very early vernacular type. The avaltlability:of grants
for repair should be made known and a list of local
thatchers compiled. Relaxation.of the safety provisions
. ofthe Building Regutations may sometimes be possible
- forthatched buildings. Itis most desirabie that tformerly
thatched roofs, where the thatch survives under a [ater
cladding, should be restored.

3.With stone slate, slate or old tile roofs at least
the visible pitch should retain the original cladding.

4.Shaped stone slates, slates and tiles and the
palierns they are laid in are a distinguishing feature of
certain types of roof cladding, particularly in the lime-
stone belt and in C19 bulldings.

FRONT ELEVATHOR
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S.Detalls such as lead roll hips and ridges, ridge and cresting tiles orslates, iren werk
cresting, finials, gargoyles and spouts are important visual and decorative elements. In
some cases, sympathetlc artificial materials can be acceptable replacements,

6.Chimney stacks are both formal and functional features of the roofspace and can
beimpertantindicators of the date of building. They should be retained evenwhen nolonger
required ar reinstated, parnicularly where they are a dominant feature or of abvious
antiquity.

7.Chimney pots can sometimes be valuable decorative features in their own right.

8.Towers, turrets, spires, bellcotes, cupolas are not only part of the overall design,
or indeed its main feature, but fraquently make an Important contribution to the townscape
or landscape. This is panticularly so in public buildings, churches ete which may be listed
for just these features.

\' Shop Fronts

1.Wherever old shop fronts of merit surviva every effort should be made to retain
them. Early C20 shop fronis such as those with Art Nouvealt or early Art Deco details'can
be as unusual as C18 or C18 examples. Original features of value are often concealad
beneath later facings.

2.Mew shop fronts must be kept in sympathy with the rest of the elevation and
incorporate, where possible, any ground floor details of interests. Large modam plate-
glass shop fronts without any visual support for the upper pan of the premises can have
a very unfortunate effect, and highly glazed tiles and garish medern materials are tc be
avoided as facings. Thefascia board should riot be out of scale with the building as awhole
and should be finished atthe top with a cormice or capping. Not only is this the traditional
treatment for shop fronts but the cornice provides an .architectural division between the
modern shop front and the older upper floors. Depending on the nature of a proposed
commercial or office use, it is very often unnecessary to provide display windows and thus
alteran intact domesticgroundfloor. The potential prestige value of listedbullding premises
should always be emphasised.

Vi [mteriors

1.Intaricr features of intarest should be respected and left in situ wherever pessible.
Staircases, panelling, doors and doorcases, mouldings, decorated ceilings, stucco work,
wall paintings of all periods, are part of the listed character of a building and indeed may
be tha most valuable feature. Whatever the grading interiors should be inspected even if
they are not referred to in the list description.

2 Repalrs to im'periant interiors can be considered grantworthy by the Historic
Building and Monuments Commission for England.

3.The form of the Building Regulations 1985 enables local authorities to adopt a
flaxible approach to the requirements (Including fire safety provisions) when staircases of

note and panelling or timber framing are liable to be affected.

4.New internal walls should not cut through mouldings orenriched plaster deceration
but be shaped around them to allow for reinstatement at a [ater date, -

5.Timber-framed buildings can be much damaged by interior alteration. Later C17
and C18 brick or stone buildings often have entirely timbered and panelled interiors and
these deserve careful treatment.
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6.Survivals of early roof struciures are often impoer-
tant and as few as possible of their members should be
renewad. ’

7.Good chimney-pieces ara part of the decorative
history of a bullding and often central to the design of a
room. There is no excuse for their removal if this is simply
because a chimney is redundant. If there is absolutely no
alternative, thenthe chimney-piece shouldbe saved foruse
in another position. B

8.Every care should be taken that ne interior feature
of interest is unnecessarily removed or inadvertently dam-
aged when a building is standing vacant oris in the process
of conversion. If arebuild is required then interior teatures
of note should be carefully dismantled and re-set wherever
possible.

VIl . Outbuildings, Garden Ornaments and Architecture

1.Bams and stabling, cow byres, dovecotes etc and
rare survivals of agricultural history such as horse engine Ba=d
houses, shouldbe retained whereverpossible. ifthey have :
to be converted then the visual evidence of their function - fe ventilation slits, barn doors,
loft doors, barred windows etc - should be respected. Barns and other outbuildings may
often have a later brick or stone casing 1o a much earlier timber-framed structure.

2.Gazebos,' temples, follies, grottoes, 6belisks, park bridges, statues, urns, vases,
ice houses, terraces, ha-ha's, crinkle-crankle walls and boundary walls and gates and gate
piers all contribute 1o the planned landscape and setting. They also may well be architect
designed or even important works of art. ;

VIll - Industrial, Church and Public Buildings

Mills, wind-, steam- or water-powered, maltings, pumping stations, railway stations,
barracks, warehouses, dockyard buildings and structures, early examples of industrial
archaeology, churches, chapels, assembly rooms, town halls, early department stores and
offices, market halls and shopplng arcades, toll houses etc - all these buildings orsiructures
where they become redundant oradapted to other uses have surviving fittings ormachinery
that indicate their past history and these features should be respected as tar as possible.

IX Bridges

Road, rall, foot and canal-bridges, viaducls, aqueduct and causeways are of
Impontance as major examples of industrial archaeology as well as for their architectural
qualities. Criginal fittings - ie lamp-posts, balustrades, railings, parapets, plaques etc -
should be retained. Functionalservices such as sewer pipes, cables and lighting should
be carefully designed and sited so as to aveid harming the appearance of the structure.

X Theatres and Clnemas

Theatres, early cinemas and former music halls are often of considerable architec-
tural and seclological importance and wherever good, unatiered auditoria survive, every
effort should be made to retain their decoration if adaptive uses have to be found.
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Xl Public Houses and Billiard Halls

Apart from their frequent contribution ta the townscape, public houses, panicularly
the purpose-built ones of the late-Victorian and Edwardian periods, can retain splendid
interiar fittings. Where these survive they should always be respected as they ara often
magnificent examples of crattsmanship such as the glass engraver's, woad tumer's and
tile maker's art. A number still retain full suites of public rooms and billiard rooms. Toa many
have been destroyed by radical modernisation programmes.

Xl Pubiic Parks

The furnishings, oraaments, structures and general layout of C19 public parks are
of considarable value both in terms ‘of thelr formal history as well as their design.
Bandstands, grottoes, focuntains etc make a valuable contribution to their appearance.

Xill Seaside Piers, Esplanades and Promenades

Plers are increasingly under threat of redevelopment of partial demollition. The
decorative details of their design and the particular structures associated with them often
make piers a special category requiring sensitive deslgn treatment. Esplanade and
promenade features such as shelters, Kiosks, clock towers, rallings and their ornamental
work should be assessed in a similar light.

XIV Churchyards and Cemeteries

The tombs and monuments of cemeteries and in particular old, establishad’
churchyards should be retained unimpaifed and In situ. They are frequently of vary
considerable artistic and historic Interests, whilst their setting is a major contribution to
town- and village-scape. Their layout, whether the haphazard accumulation of canturios
or the formal/picturesque conception of the C19 cemetery companies, should always be

respected.
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Appendix B: Grant Aid

1. The Borough Council is sometimes able to assist the owners of historic buildings towards the
cost of carrying out essential repairs using traditional materials and methods. Each application
willbe treated on its merits and further details can be obtained fromthe Director of Development
Services. .

2. In some instances grant may be avaitable from the Borough Council under the provisions of
the Housing Act (see contacts).

3.Financial assistance inthe formof grants andioans is available froma rniumber of othersources.
Very often it will be possible to combine funds from different sources.

4.Advice on grants and loans is available from the following bodies:-

5. English Hertage can make grants available for the repair of buildings of outstanding historical
erarchitecturalinterest orwherethe expenditure to be incurred will make a significant contribution
toward preserving or enhancing the character of appearance of aconservation area. Grantscan
alsoba made available toward the repairof buildings included in a"town scheme™ (see paragraph
12.1). ' 3

English Heritage,

Fortress House,

23 Savile Row,

Lendon.

WI1X 1AB. ™ 071 973 3000,

6.The trustees of The National Heritage Memorial Fund can make grants or loans towards the
acqulsition, maintenance or preservation of historic buildings, land or features, which, in the

opinion of the Trustees Is of cutstanding scanic, historic, aesthetic, architectural or scientific.

Interest, :

The National Hertage Mermorial Fund,
10 St James Street,

London.

SW1A1EF. & 071 930 0963 .

7. The Architectural Henltage Fund can provide low-interest [oans to help local historic building
trusts to purchase, repalrs and sell an old building.

The Civic Trust,

17 Caritan House Terrace,
London. S
SW1Y SAW, ™ 071 930 0914,

8. The Societyforthe Proteclion of Ancient Buitdingswillgivetechnical advice and suggestsultable
architects to assist with repairs.

The Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings,
37 Spital Square,

London,

E1 6DY., ™ 071 377 1644,
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9. For some types of works, such as the conversion of rural buildings for uses (other than
residential) the following may be able to offer advice/assistance.

Agriculiural Davelopment and Advisory Services,
District Offices, Headquarers,

Govemment Buildings ,

New Marston,

Qxford.

OX3 OTP. ™ 0865 244891.

10. The Development Commission in conjunction with the Rura]bevelopmentCommissian
grant aid schieme for redundant buildings in rural areas.

Rural Development Cornmissian,
8 Romney Place,

Maidstone.

ME15 6LE. T 0622 765222,

11, The Countryside Cammissiongive grant aid towards tha convarsion of redundant bdildings,
situated in recreation areas, country parks etc used extensively by the public, that can be use:
as visitors” or information certres and other recreation uses. '

Countryside Commission,
John Dower House,
Cheltenham.

Gloucester.

GLS0 3RA. ™ 0242 521381,
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For further planning advice please contact:

Planning Services, Swale house, East Street, Sittingbourne, Kent, ME10
3HT: ( advice is also available on the planning pages of website at
www.swale.gov.uk )

Email us on planning@swale.gov.uk or Fax us on 01795 417417

The Duty officer is: available:
8.45 to 5.00pm Monday to Thursday and 8.45 am to 4.30 pm on Friday.

Contactable either in person at Swale House or by telephoning 01795
417442 and can

¢ (Give advice on procedures and processes

« Answer general questions and Comment on development
potential

s  Give general advice on who to contact and how best to seek pre-
application advice.

Swale’s Conservation Officer - telephone 01795 417375
For Building Regulation advice please contact:

South Thames Gateway Building Control Partnership,
Compass Centre, Chatham Maritime, Chatham, Kent, ME4 4YH

Telephone 01634 331133
Fax 01634 331298

Emall building@stgbc.org.uk

If you would like further info’i‘mation, more copies or alternative versions
(i.e large print, audio, different language\0 we will do our best to
accommodate your request please contact:

Customer Services
FPhone: 01795 417850
Email: csci@swale.gov.uk

1
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| Notes

(1) .. Onits publication the reader should refer to the Department of
Environment and Depanment of National Herftage Planning Policy Guidance Nate
No. 15 entitled “Historic Buildings and Conservation Areas”.

Alfter a perlod of consultation with the publlc, local and national arganisalions, this document was adoptad for
dovalopment control purposes by the Daveiopont Comimitten of Swale Borough Councll on 8th Decomnber 18592,
Text & Dosign by Swale Borough Council Dovelopment Services Department. Printed by Swale Borough Counci!

on Recyclad Papar. November 1333, .




This booklet is one of a number of planning and development guidlines published

by the Development Services Department of Swale Borough Couneil. Others
include:

Cthers may be published from time to time. Should you wish to obtain any.of 0
the above then please contact:

B

Swale Borough Council. Development Sérvices Department,
Swale House, East Street, Sittingbourne,
Kent. ME103HT. = (0795)417344.



