

















History of Play

From the beginning of time, children have always played. The way children play and what was /
is socially acceptable has changed. The pictures below illustrate how children in the UK would
have played just over fifty years ago.

Play has not changed radically over the years however; the following pictures illustrate how the
street and the residential environment have changed in the last half century. Increased mobility
and building development has had a detrimental effect on the where our children play. There
are fewer areas where children can play safely while being supervised.

The Government White paper, Choosing Health (2004), noted that ‘many’ children appear to
have less time being physically active because of the increase in mobility and the heightened
concern about potential risks of unsupervised play ‘outdoors.’

A Home Office Survey undertaken in 2003 showed that 1 in 4 of 8 — 10 year olds have never
played out without an adult and that for every 4,047m? of land, (1 Acre) in England dedicated to
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public playgrounds, on average there is 2.3m? of public play space for each child under 12, the
size of a kitchen table.

Safe areas for play are becoming increasingly scarce. It has been recognised that out door
playing space for children is essential for their healthy development. Children are significant
users of the outdoor environment and especially those areas adjacent to the family home.

Over the years media coverage has increased and it is public perception that children are more
at risk and vulnerable now than 50 years ago. Equipped play provision on new development
sites are usually situated so that they are overlooked, providing natural surveillance while any
refurbishment also fully considers crime and disorder and looks to make provision as safe as
possible.

We want children to play in designated places, nevertheless it is recognised that children often
prefer the informal and potentially unsafe playing areas. Swale encourages designers of play
areas to provide play provision that has high levels of challenge with acceptable levels of risk.
Risk and challenge encourages children to learn, compete and integrate together. These
diversionary facilities reduce boredom, and anti-social behaviour.

Setting the Scene

Swale is located on the North Kent Coast and covers a total area of 373km?2. The three primary
towns are Sittingbourne, Sheerness and Faversham.

SHEERMNESS

ISLE OF
SHEPPEY

FAVERSHAM
SITTINGBEOURNE
®

In 2006 Swale had an estimated 126,800 residents compared to the 2001 Census figure of
122,801 residents. This increase in population is due to the scale of development that is
occurring in the Borough. Six percent of the Swale population are under 5 years of age and
15.3% of the population in the Borough are aged between 5 — 15 years. Over one fifth of the
population in Swale are children, this figure is above average for England and Wales. Only
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1.86% of people consider themselves as belonging to a Black Minority Ethnic (BME) Group,
considerably lower than figures for Kent, South East and England as a whole. Swale falls within
the Thames Gateway Development therefore, Swale’s housing and infrastructure will grow over
the coming years. The 2001 Census also reports that there are 49,257 residential properties in
Swale, estimated to have risen to some 55,000 households by 2007. In the more deprived areas
the housing stock is high density with little or no play provision.

The English indices of Deprivation for 2004, measuring levels of employment, health, education,
skills, housing, environment and crime, ranked Swale at 130 out of 354 local authorities in
England, (1 being the most deprived authority). Swale has two Wards in particular that are very
deprived, Murston and Sheerness West.

The Swale area has a higher national average for age standardised mortality rates for
respiratory diseases in both genders. Life expectancy at birth years for both genders in Swale is
lower than the national average. Encouraging casual exercise through play, earlier on in life will
improve the quality of life for the residents of Swale and could reduce unnecessary pressures on
the health service in the future.

This play strategy with its vision and actions supports “Shaping the Future of Swale”, the
Council’'s emerging Corporate Plan. This will provide the Council with a framework within which it
will work and contribute toward the delivery of its vision for the Borough. Its priorities include the
following, judged relevant to play:

e Creating a Greener and Cleaner Swale

e Develop a high performing organisation that delivers for its communities and uses

resources effectively, efficiency and in a sustainable way
e Enhance the cultural offer and well being of the Borough
¢ Helping People to stay healthy and live independently

The second key document will be the emerging Cultural Strategy “Taking Part” with its four key
themes:
e Quality — Providing safe, welcoming, clean and enjoyable facilities and services
¢ Accessibility — Tackling barriers to access and participation
e Partnership and growth — Working effectively with our partners to meet local needs and
develop new services and attractions of regional significance. Safeguarding our heritage
and strengthening its tourism potential
e Value —Delivering value for money

Although the current Interim Open Spaces Strategy is now in place, the PPG 17 audit and
emerging full Open Space Strategy will provide local standards for play space and future
provision.

In addition this strategy also meets many of the objectives and targets identified in other key
documents listed below. These do in some cases deal with a higher level of open space and
leisure provision, but all are relevant to this document and the communities need.

1. Children’s Act 2004 (Every Child Matters: Change for Children 2004)
Five outcomes for young people:
¢ Being Healthy.



Staying Safe.

Enjoying and Achieving.
Making a positive contribution.
Economic Well-being.

. Youth Matters 2005

Empowering Young People: Things to do and Places to go
e Provide a wide range of recreational, cultural, sporting and enriching experiences.
¢ Provide a range of safe and enjoyable places in which to spend time.

Cleaner, Safer, Greener — Department for Communities and Local Government
This agenda covers Parks and Open Spaces, Town Centres and Residential Areas and
provides guidance and policy on improvement to urban areas.

e ‘“the state of the local environment affects and reflects the well-being of the
people living there. Whether it is the town centre, local park or the street on which
we live, it is important that they add to the quality of life and that they are safe and
attractive places”.

e “Parks and Greenspaces have an essential role to play in building sustainable
communities, enhancing people’s quality of life in our towns and cities and
contributing to the cleaner, safer, greener agenda”.

Swale Borough Local Plan First Review Re-deposit Draft July 2005

PPG17 requires the local authority to undertake an assessment of needs and
opportunities of open space, sport and recreation. This strategy will form part of that
assessment and the subsequent local standards that are required to meet the needs of
the existing and future community.

The current policy includes provision for:

e Policy C2 - new or improved community services and facilities.

e Policy C3 — new open space with equipped children’s play areas and casual kick-
about. Land and facilities are also sought for the provision for formal sport
facilities.

e Where new open space is to be adopted by the Council a commuted sum is
sought for future maintenance of that land and facilities.

Priority Swale to 2016 - Local Strategic Partnership (The Kent Agreement)
Priorities/Themes have been developed and link to The Kent Agreement.

e Vibrant & Safe — To reduce crime and anti-social behaviour and to provide
accessible, healthy, safe but interesting public spaces and recreation facilities
where there are fulfilling opportunities for everyone.

Regeneration Framework 2006-2016 - Swale Forward
Liveability objective.

e V1 Strategic Open Spaces offering improved leisure amenity as well as
environmental enhancement.

Swale Community Safety Strategy 2005-2008 — Community Safety Partnership
Overall aim of reducing crime and disorder and to promote the feeling of safety in Swale.
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e Priority 4 — Young People

Safe Public Open Spaces — Carry out risk assessments on public open space and
implement both environmental and physical security measures to these areas. In
addition ensure that all new open spaces are designed to reduce both actual and fear
of crime.

8. Obesity Strategy — Swale Primary Care Trust
Weight gain seriously endangers health, with the link to other serious diseases such as
coronary heart disease well defined. Unchecked, obesity will surpass smoking as the
greatest cause of premature death.
Key Interventions:

e Promotion of physical activity.
e Parks and open spaces to be active: promoting greater use and improving access
to playing fields, parks and the countryside.

9. Swale Youth Strategy 2006-2009
Targets include:
e Facilities for Young People — Cheaper sports facilities.
e Crime & Anti-Social Behaviour — Developed organised graffiti projects.
e Healthy Lifestyle Choices — Encourage more participation in sport.
¢ Information & Advice — Improve information to young people to raise awareness
of what is available to them.

10. Swale Children’s Consortium, Swale 7 Outcomes

Outcomes 1-4 in particular are linked to the Play Strategy:

e Outcome 1 — Children and young people feel self-esteem and a sense of
achievement.

e Outcome 2 — Children, young people and their families/carers experience a range
of appropriate and flexible educational, training and employment opportunities.

e Outcome 3 — Children and young people are making positive informed choices
for a healthy lifestyle.

e Outcome 4 - Children and young people are happy and emotionally and
physically well.

What the Young People and Parents Said

‘ We have gathered views from a broad range of surveys
and interviews to support the strategy. These include
the Youth Strategy consultation, Cultural Strategy
consultation and Parks and Open Spaces Satisfaction
Survey.
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39 per cent of all respondents make use of the of play areas.

Satisfaction ratings for play areas have improved during the last two years from an average
score of 6.57 to 7.09.

Satisfaction ratings for cleanliness have improved consistently during the last four years from an
average score of 6.47 to 7.19.

Improvements to sports facilities and parks (including skate facilities) were both in the top five,
most common suggestions for improvement.

More/new play equipment was the most common response for what we should be doing to
encourage more use of our open space.

The most popular play area was Faversham Recreation Ground — recently refurbished and with
a wide range of activities for all age groups.

Other key views expressed include:
e The need for more activities/facilities for the older youth.
e The need to reduce vandalisum, anti-social behaviour and the fear of crime.
e The need to repair equipment quickly.
e The need for supervision in/of plays areas.

Despite being popular with rising satisfaction especially in areas where new facilities have been
provided, there is a clear need to increase usage and improve existing facilities, especially for
the older youth. In addition we need to ensure that facilities are repaired promptly and that
superyvision is increased to help reduce vandalism and fear of crime.

Audit Of Existing Facilities

Consultation with third party play providers has enabled us to establish the location and
condition of all the free fixed play facilities that are available. Parish and Town Councils, along
with Housing Associations were consulted and each play area visited, mapped and assessed.
All the fixed play facilities currently totalling 83 in number are listed in Annex A and illustrated in
Annex B.

The majority, 75, are owned, managed and maintained by the Council with 4 to be installed
during 2007 and a further estimated 8 in the near future allied with new housing developments.
In addition to fixed playground equipment, other facilities for the young people include:

3 Ball Courts.

4 Small Skate Facilities.
4 Bike Zone Facilities.
Water and Sand Play Facility. |
10 Teen Shelters.




Condition

Annex A illustrates the current condition of each play area, giving a rating of Good, Average or
Poor.

A ‘Good’ play area complies with all current safety standards and accessibility legislation, has
good play value and provides a variety of challenge and acceptable levels of risk.

An ‘Average’ play area will comply with some of the current standards, provides a variety of play
activities that could be challenging for the age group it was intended.

A ‘Poor’ play area is a facility that has come to the end of its economic life. The safety
standards the play equipment conforms to have been superseded. It has a poor range of
activities that may encourage users to play elsewhere, potentially in an unsafe environment.
These play areas are susceptible to vandalism due to the low play value.

Having undertaken the condition survey, of the play areas identified, 57% were assessed as
good, 25% as average and 18% as poor.

Typology

The types of play facilities available are highlighted below using both the proposed typology and
the equivalent National Playing Field Association Standard in brackets. An inventory can be
viewed in Annex A and Annex B illustrates these geographically.

Door Step Spaces (“LAP” - Local Area for Play)
Neighbourhood Spaces (“LEAP” - Local Equipped Area for Play)
Local Spaces (“NEAP” - Neighbourhood Equipped Area for Play)

These standards identify designated facilities from small areas of unequipped open space,
equipped play areas, through to equipped play areas with associated youth provision. They
provide a wide range of facility to cater for different age groups and ability.

Assessment

Having identified the community’s views, audited all of the existing facilities and considered their
condition, a picture of existing provision and future need has emerged.

Although an Interim Open Spaces Strategy is currently in place, the full PPG17 (Planning Policy
Guidance Note) open space assessment and Open Space Strategy will provide detailed
assessment and standards for the future provision of open space including play space and
facilities within our community. This Strategy seeks to provide a variety of experience and easily
accessible facilities within reasonable walking distance for children and parents. While aiming to
provide a good balance of service and provision, it is also necessary to consider the
sustainability of facilities and the ability to maintain into the future.
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Recent experience from a number of new housing developments where new play facilities have
been installed has shown that residents are dissatisfied with provision in close proximity to their
property. It causes disturbance and the fear of anti-social behaviour.

Annex B illustrates the distribution of facilities and while this is generally good, there is a
significant deficiency in facilities for the older youth age group. This is borne out through
consultation, which again identified the need for more teen facilities.

As identified above, although the current facilities are well distributed, there are one or two
significant gaps of any provision that need to be addressed specifically in Murston and Halfway.

Despite good levels of satisfaction with play facilities, consultation indicates that improvement of
existing facilities with more and newer equipment will encourage greater use. The condition
survey has identified 18 sites with a poor rating and these will form the priority for review and
consideration for refurbishment. This work will also indicate suitability to upgrade for youth
provision.

Management Arrangements

Maintenance of the existing facilities varies depending upon ownership, but our aim is to have
efficient, comprehensive maintenance and inspection regimes that meet the expectation of the
community. Safety, cleanliness and byelaws are all important and effective management forms a
major component in achieving a reduction in concerns, accidents and provision of a quality
service. Statistically injuries in public play areas are low and those managed by the Council have
reduced their Insurance claims year on year for the last five years. We undertake regular
inspection by qualified staff and in addition, independent risk assessment is carried out to each
of our play areas every three years with engineering inspections also undertaken by the
Council’s insurance company every six months.

Our grounds maintenance contractors undertake general maintenance including litter removal,
with reactive maintenance to equipment by Ranger staff. Suitably qualified contractors
undertake any major repairs.

To reduce accidents and injuries further, the Council are fully involved in the planning,
installation and post installation maintenance stages on new developments. A poor site or a
badly laid out play area can increase the probability of accidents. Incorrect age-group selection,
equipment design, installation and surfacing can also contribute to injury. Liaising with play
manufacturers and the other organisation such as Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents,
RoSPA and the Register of Play Inspectors International, RPII at the planning stage can reduce
potential accidents and injury.

Strategy - Key Priorities

Based on our vision statement, audit and consultation, the following themes are identified as
integral to our strategy and the development of young peoples play opportunities in Swale.
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1. To Provide Safe Play Opportunities

2. To Provide Good Quality Play

3. To Ensure Accessibility, Inclusion and Diversity

4. To Ensure Young People’s Participation

5. To Promote Coordination And Training of Play Providers

These five themes provide the targets within our Action Plan, which will drive improvement and
development of play in Swale.

Local Standard

We aim to cater for all children from babies to adolescence. Diverse provision of equipped and
unequipped play spaces needs to be provided so that there are new play experiences to be
discovered. New or improved play areas will be designed so that they are unique and cater to
the target users requirements. This will include not only standard types of play equipment and
youth facilities but also potentially natural play, fithess equipment and an improved environment.

Disabled children have a very wide range of needs. They may need equipment to be adapted or
specialist equipment to be provided and their needs should be considered through the planning
process. The aim to ensure they are able to integrate into the main stream rather than being
segregated.

Routes for play have traditionally been under-valued, being seen as secondary to the more
obvious transport and health benefits they provide. However they should be considered and
seen as safe and fun resources for children and young people. Sustrans vision of “Play Routes”
takes into account the removal or reduction of the threat of traffic and promotes the need to
allow young people to play on their bikes. A play route should be diverse, creative and promote
challenging experiences. When considering new play facilities the idea of radiating and
extending play value to include routes to and from the facility for example through a park should
be considered and promoted.

The Way Forward — Large Strategic Multi-Purpose Landscaped Spaces

When it comes to the creation of new play environments local experience, consultation and
research carried out as part of both the Play Strategy and specific new development
consultations, indicates that the most successful play environment is one which is sufficiently
large to accommodate a range of different types of play in one location with minimal impact on
the resident adult population.

The ideal play environment should be multi-purpose and should possess the following
attributes:
e Opportunities for ‘passive’ surveillance from adjacent housing, circulation routes etc.
o Buffering by a combination of effective earth grading and native tree and shrub structure
planting to create a sheltered space and to ‘insulate’ the site from adjoining housing,
roads, railway lines etc. Vistas to be created and maintained for views into the site.
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o Good access routes to the site connected to the pedestrian / cycle circulation system and
wherever possible away from busy roads.

e Minimum size of: 130 x 80m (includes space for activities and buffer planting)

¢ Reasonably level and well-drained land.

e Variety of play spaces and activities, including: grass kick-a-bout space, equipped areas
for a range of different age groups, areas for wheeled play (skateboard and BMX),
basketball / football goal on hard surfaced pad (15 x 15m min.), teen-shelter overlooking
teen play facilities, quiet sitting spaces and wherever possible a management regime
aimed at encouraging wildlife (native planting and longer grass)

o Robust, low-maintenance design quality. Through intelligent, sensitive design expensive
targets for vandalism such as fences, gates, signs, furniture can be minimised and
designed to be more vandal-resistant. Greater use of ground contouring is a very durable
method of defining spaces.

This represents a change of policy from that
advocated by the National Playing Fields
Association (NPFA) in its ‘Six Acre Standard’
document. It is this standard that has long
guided planners in open space provision in new
developments. A key feature of the
recommendation is that there should be a
hierarchy of play areas of variable size and
composition serving specific age groups
distributed throughout new housing
developments.

Experience has shown that small play areas close to houses often generate problems. Intended
for very young toddlers they may be frequented by older children, especially after dark, and used
as gathering points, ‘hang-outs’ or for ball games. This use results in conflict between residents
and children and will, inevitably, lead to the local authority being asked to intervene to resolve
the problem.

Both parents and children say that they prefer fewer, but larger well designed play spaces.

Today most parents are prepared to take their young children to play spaces and will not allow
them to play outdoors unsupervised.

Community Safety

The need to minimise unacceptable risk for children and young people, whilst simultaneously
reducing the fear of crime generated by young people ‘hanging around’ will be addressed in a
number of ways.

The Community Safety Partnerships involvement in the development of play opportunities will
help ensure that crime is ‘designed out’ through the use of natural surveillance, lighting, targeted
CCTV and that safe areas for young people to use on an ad-hoc basis are included where
possible. All play schemes in their planning stage are subject to a Section 17 Assessment to
design out crime, in accordance with the Crime Disorder Act and Kent Police as a partner,
undertake these assessments on behalf of the Council.
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Partnership

We currently work with a number of partners to provide the service and develop play in the
borough, coming together in various forms and on a project-by-project basis. These include the
“Friends” group at Chiltern Avenue - Sittingbourne, Youth Forum, Groundwork Kent and
Medway, Swale Community Safety Partnership, Kent County Council, housing associations,
residents and tenants groups, various Town and Parish Councils and many of the different
departments within the Council such as Planning, Community Services and the Sports
Development Team.

Our partnership needs to develop further and a more structured Play Network is proposed to
investigate, inform, drive and deliver greater opportunities and a more coordinated service. In
addition to the partners already identified we need to investigate opportunities and engage with
groups such as the Primary Care Trust, local Cadet Forces, Scouts/Guides and others.

Delivery And Evaluation

The delivery of this strategy will depend on the development of effective partnerships
championed by the Council. We cannot deliver the strategy in isolation. Key partners that will be
involved with the delivery of this strategy will include Kent County Council, Parish and Town
Councils, property developers, social housing providers, Government (Communities and Local
Government), South East England Development Agency, Primary Care Trust and external
funders.

We will promote the strategy amongst all of these organisations in order to secure delivery. In a
number of instances there is correlation with each individual organisations aims and objectives.

Measurement of progress is essential to confirm and drive the delivery of the Strategy. Play
Indicators will include:

1. Quality of facilities and spaces The proportion of facilities and spaces meeting the
quality criteria with a rating of good, average or poor.

2. Satisfaction Rating Increase in the average satisfaction rating for play areas.

3. Safety Reduction in the number of reported accidents in play
areas.

4. Access Increase the percentage of children and young people

who have easy access to play facilities.

In addition, benchmarking of our service with other comparable local authorities and our near
neighbours will review value for money by comparing accessibility, cost and quality.

The Action Plan developed within this strategy will need reviewing annually to ensure that the
objectives and goals are being met in accordance with the timescales set. This work will be
undertaken by a new Play Network and include youth representatives.
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To provide the quality of provision and service expected by the community we must ensure that
the facilities are sustainable. Adequate revenue funding for maintenance and resources for
renewal should be championed and external funding sought wherever possible. There are
funding opportunities potentially available to provide new or improved play facilities in Swale and
we will ensure that these are maximised and available to all our partners.

Swale Borough Council

Kent County Council

Section 106 Planning Agreements (capital contributions from developers)
Big Lottery

Unparished Grants / Subsidiarity Budget

Waste Tax Credit System

Local and national trusts and charities

In addition to capital contributions toward the provision of facilities through planning agreements
with housing developers, contributions toward the upkeep and maintenance of those facilities
are also received.
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Action Plan

To reduce crime, fear of

Undertake Section

Rolling programme

Kent Police

Within existing

Completion of 68

crime and anti-social 17, Crime Disorder | to be completed by resource assessments
behaviour within play areas assessments in March 2012
play areas installed
Create a safe environment before 2003
for users and local residents
Action plan created Joint working with: Completion of 68
for each Swale Borough Council action plans
assessment Swale Community Safety
Partnership
Implementation of Housing Associations £40,000 Monitoring of action
actions Parish and Town plans
Councils
Ensure correct reporting of Improve signing in | Each play area Swale Borough Council £10,000 55 Signs installed
crime and anti-social play areas and appropriately Swale Community Safety
behaviour to target provide information | signed by March Partnership
appropriate resources to promote 2009 Parish and Town
reporting of Councils
incidents Housing Associations
Improving the environment Fence where Completion by 2012 | Swale Borough Council | £170,000 Number of fenced
where children play (dog appropriate existing Parish & Town Councils play areas
free) play areas that are Housing Associations increased
not currently
fenced
To reduce anti-social Introduce Rolling programme | Swale Borough Council Within existing | All play areas have
behaviour within play areas appropriate Open to adopt byelaws as | Parish and Town resources appropriate and

Space Byelaws to
all new play areas

new sites are
provided

Councils

enforceable Open
Space Byelaws




(see annex A & B)

Murston
Halfway

Increase play facilities in
Wards with poor provision

To provide play
facilities where no
fixed play provision
for 0 to12 years
currently exists

Completion by July
2009

Swale Borough
Council

£125,000

Facilities installed

Increased access to
play

Improve quality of play

(see annex A)

provision of existing “poor”
condition assessed facilities

Improve play
provision that has
little play value and
does not comply
with latest safety
and accessibility
standards

Rolling programme
to be completed by
March 2012

Swale Borough
Council

Parish and Town
Councils
Housing
Associations

£470,000

Facilities installed

Increased access to
play




Increase the opportunity for
“natural” play

Investigate
opportunities to
exploit the natural
resource of the
countryside and
also improve the
natural environment
of existing facilities
through improved
landscaping

Complete pilot
project

Completion by July
2008

Completion by May
2009

Groundwork Kent
and Medway

Swale Borough
Council/Groundwork
Kent and Medway

Within existing
resources

£80,000

Feasibility study for
the provision of
natural play project
Completed

Facilities installed

Increased access to
play

21




Ensure play services are Undertake 33 DDA | Completion by July | Swale Borough £5,000 Audits and
fully accessible to children | audits to play 2008 Council recommendations
with disabilities wherever areas Parish and Town reported
possible Councils

Housing

Associations
Increase accessibility and | Implement Completion by Swale Borough £40,000 Audit and
quality provision for all the | recommendations | December 2010 Council recommendations
youth of Swale regardless | of the DDA audits Swale Access implemented and
of ability to improve access Group monitored

Parish and Town

Councils

Housing

Associations

Ensure accessibility of
play facilities to traveller

Consult and
identify barriers to

Completion by
March 2008

Swale Borough
Council

Within existing
resources

Findings reported
and incorporated

different levels of play

requirements allied
to play

Produce a local
spatial standard
for play for future
provision

Green Grid
Partnership

community traveller Kent County into access
community Council improvements
accessing play
facilities

Review level of provision | Assess open Completion by Swale Borough Total cost of Strategy published

to ensure accessibility to | space December 2008 Council — Swale strategy £60,000
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Increase awareness of the

Advertise and

Completion by

Swale Borough

Within existing

Production of leaflet

play opportunities available | promote play September 2008 Council resources
facilities Parish and Town Re-launch of web
Councils page
Web page Housing
development Associations Increase average
satisfaction rating of
Leaflet production play areas
and distribution
Use of youth texting
service
Promotion of best practice Identify and Annually Swale Borough Within existing Report to Youth
in play recognise best Council resources Strategy Working
practice in play Group and Play
through Network
professional
training, seminars Agree

and networking

implementation

Fully consult on new play

Production of a

Completion by

Swale Borough

Within existing

Production of plan

developments and written consultation | September 2007 Council resources
improvements plan for youth
engagement
Promotion of play 3 year Play Ranger | Project launch July | Swale Borough £34,200 Participation
opportunities and Pilot Project 2008 Council (£11,400 pa) numbers

engagement of young
people in different forms of
play (how to play)

Sure Start/Home
Start
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Raise awareness and
understanding of the
importance of play

Ensure that play remains as
a priority and is championed
at the highest levels

Distribution and
promotion of the
strategy

Review strategy
and report

December 2007

Review annually

Swale Borough
Council

Play Network

Within existing
resources

Within existing
resources

Strategy distributed

Review undertaken

To assist in the
implementation and
monitoring of the strategy
and offer assistance and
knowledge with regards to
consultation, manufacturers,
installation, maintenance
and safety

Establish a ‘Play
Network’

To be implemented
by December 2007

Swale Borough
Council & partners

Within existing
resources

Network established

Provide consistent quality
standards of play provision
regardless of ownership
through provision of advice
and training to play
providers and staff in:
Planning, installation and
maintenance of play areas
including inspection system

The undertaking of
appropriate risk, Section 17
Crime Disorder
assessments and DDA
audits

Audit training and
system
requirements and
establish
programme

Possible training:
DDA

Risk Assessment
Section 17 Crime &
Disorder Act

Completion by
December 2008

Swale Borough
Council

Within existing
Resources

£5,000

Training needs
reported to Play
Network

Training programme
established
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ANNEX A

SWALE’S DESIGNATED PLAY &
CONDITION INVENTORY.



Plai Area Desiination

NUMERICAL - ‘Neighbourhood' Spaces / Facilities (LEAP)

NUMERICAL - ‘Local’ Spaces / Facilities (NEAP)

Condition

Poor Play Area

Buffer
Zone in Approximate year of | Refurbishment
Play Area Name Metres Owned / Managed by installation Date Equipment Manufacturer Condition Play Area Type Ward Geographical Area
b Batteries Close 240 Swale Borough Council 1997 Park Leisure ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Teynham & Lynstead Faversham
Blaxland Close 60 Moat housing Association Unknown Unknown Third Party 'Door-step' spaces / facilities Davington Priory Ward Faversham
3 Boughton Parish Council Play Area 240 Boughton Parish Council Unknown Wicksteed Third Party 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Boughton & Faversham
4 Brook Road 240 Swale Borough Council 1991 Wicksteed ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Davington Priory Ward Faversham
5 Bysingwood Road 240 Swale Borough Council 1989 2004 Levercrest 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Davington Priory Ward Faversham
6 Colonels Lane 240 Swale Borough Council 1992 2000 Wicksteed ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Boughton & Faversham
7 Doddington Parish Council 240 Doddington Parish Council Unknown Third Party 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities East Downs Faversham
8 Faversham Rec. 600 Swale Borough Council Unknown 2004 RSS/Eibe/Levercrest 'Local’ spaces and facilities Abbey Ward Faversham
9 Faversham Swimming Pool Area 240 Swale Borough Council 1992 Levercrest ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities St. Anne's Ward Faversham
! Finch Close 60 Swale Borough Council 2006 RSS / Hags Proposed 'Door-step’ spaces / facilities Watling Ward Faversham
11 Hazebrouck Road 240 Swale Borough Council 1992 SMP and Levercrest 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities St. Anne's Ward Faversham
12 Herenhill Parish Council Play 240 Hernhill Parish Council Unknown Unknown Third Party ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Boughton & Faversham
13 Hilton Close 240 Swale Borough Council 2006 Wicksteed Proposed 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Watling Ward Faversham
23 King Georges Playing Field (The Mount) 240 Swale Borough Council 1989 2004 Levercrest ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Watling Ward Faversham
14 Lion Field 240 Swale Borough Council 1989 Wicksteed and Levercrest 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Watling Ward Faversham
15 Lower Road 240 Swale Borough Council Unknown Wicksteed and Levercrest 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities St. Anne's Ward Faversham
16 Millfield 240 Swale Borough Council 1989 2001 Wicksteed ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Abbey Ward Faversham
17 North Preston 240 Swale Borough Council 1995 2004 Levercrest/RSS/Record ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Davington Priory Ward Faversham
18 Oare Parish Council 240 Oare Parish Council Unknown Unknown Third Party 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Teynham & Faversham
19 Painters Forstal Play Area 240 Ospringe Parish Council Unknown Unknown Third Party ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities East Downs Faversham
20 Selling Millennium_Playground 240 Selling Millennium_Playground Unknown Unknown Third Party 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Bourghton Faversham
21 Sumpter Way 600 Swale Borough Council 1989 2004 Wicksteed and Levercrest ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Watling Ward Faversham
22 Teynham Parish Council Play Area 240 Teynham Parish Council Unknown Unknown Third Party 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Teynham & Faversham
24 Wildish Road 240 Swale Borough Council 1992 Levercrest 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities St. Anne's Ward Faversham
Windermere 60 Swale Borough Council 1989 Wicksteed 'Door-step' spaces / facilities Abbey Ward Faversham
26 Abbey Rise 240 Swale Borough Council 1995 2003 Wicksteed and Levercrest ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Queenborough & Halfway Isle of Sheppey
27 Anne Boleyn Close 240 Swale Borough Council 1998 Park Leisure and Playdale 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Sheppey Central Isle of Sheppey
28 Beachfield Park Sandpit 600 Swale Borough Council Unknown 2002/03 Levercrest / mixed 'Local’ spaces and facilities Sheerness East Isle of Sheppey
Briton Court, Sheerness 60 Swale Housing Association 1998 Playdale Third Party 'Door-step’ spaces / facilities Sheerness West Isle of Sheppey
30 Buckthorne Play Area 240 Swale Borough Council 2007 Unknown Proposed 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Sheppey Central Isle of Sheppey
31 Castle Site 240 Swale Borough Council 2007 Husson Proposed 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Queenborough & Halfway Isle of Sheppey
32 Chilham Close 240 Swale Borough Council 1989 Wicksteed and Levercrest 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Sheerness West Isle of Sheppey
33 Dickson's Field 240 Swale Borough Council 1992 Levercrest and Park Leisure ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Sheppey Central Isle of Sheppey
34 Festival Field 240 Swale Borough Council 1995 2001/02 RSS/Record/Toyplay/Wicksteed ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Sheerness West Isle of Sheppey
35 King Georges Playing Field Queenborough 240 Swale Borough Council 1990 2002 Wicksteed/Levercrest/Record ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Queenborough & Halfway Isle of Sheppey
- Lapwing Close, Sheerness 60 Swale Housing Association Unknown Playdale Third Party 'Door-step’ spaces / facilities Sheppey Central Isle of Sheppey
37 Love Lane Minster 240 Swale Borough Council 2009 Proposed 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Minster Cliffs Isle of Sheppey
38 Lovell Road 240 Swale Borough Council 1992 Levercrest ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Sheppey Central Isle of Sheppey
39 New Road 240 Swale Borough Council 1989 Wicksteed and Levercrest 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Sheppey Central Isle of Sheppey
Nore Close, Sheerness 60 Swale Housing Association Unknown Unknown Third Party 'Door-step’ spaces / facilities Sheerness West Isle of Sheppey
M1 Noreen Avenue 240 Swale Borough Council 1989 Wicksteed and Levercrest ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Minster Cliffs Isle of Sheppey
42 Nursery Close 240 Swale Borough Council 1995 Levercrest ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Sheerness East Isle of Sheppey
43 Power Station Road 240 Swale Borough Council 2007 Proludic Proposed 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Queenborough & Halfway Isle of Sheppey
44 Queensway 240 Swale Borough Council 2007 Proposed 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Sheerness Central Isle of Sheppey
45 Rushenden Hill 240 Swale Borough Council 1992 2001/02 Levercrest 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Queenborough & Halfway Isle of Sheppey
46 Second Avenue 240 Swale Borough Council 1989 2002/03 Wicksteed and Levercrest ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Queenborough & Halfway Isle of Sheppey
47 Shellness 240 Swale Borough Council 1990 Levercrest 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Leysdown & Warden Isle of Sheppey
48 Stanley Avenue Bike Facility 240 Swale Borough Council 2002/03 A S & A Leisure ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Queenborough & Halfway Isle of Sheppey
49 The Glen 240 Swale Borough Council 1989 Levercrest and Wicksteed ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Minster Cliffs Isle of Sheppey
50 The Spinney 240 Swale Borough Council 1995 2004/05 SMP ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Leysdown & Warden Isle of Sheppey
51 Village Centre Minster 600 Swale Borough Council 2009 Proposed 'Local’ spaces and facilities Minster Cliffs Isle of Sheppey
52 Vincent Gardens 240 Swale Borough Council 1989 2003/04 Islander/Kompan/Playdale ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Sheerness West Isle of Sheppey
53 Warden Bay 600 Swale Borough Council 1995 2002/03 SMP and Wicksteed 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Leysdown & Warden Isle of Sheppey
West Minster County Primary School 60 West Minster County Primary School Wicksteed Third Party 'Door-step’ spaces / facilities Sheerness West Isle of Sheppey




Plai Area Desiination

NUMERICAL - ‘Neighbourhood' Spaces / Facilities (LEAP)

NUMERICAL - ‘Local’ Spaces / Facilities (NEAP)

Condition

Poor Play Area

Buffer
Zone in Approximate year of | Refurbishment
Play Area Name Metres Owned / Managed by installation Date Equipment Manufacturer Condition Play Area Type Ward Geographical Area

55 West Minster County Primary School 240 KCC 2002 Joint Use 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Sheerness West Isle of Sheppey
56 Amethyst Drive 240 Swale Borough Council Unknown Wicksteed ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Grove Sittingbourne
57 Anselm Close 240 Swale Borough Council 2004 RSS and Record 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Chalkwell Sittingbourne
58 Balas Drive 240 Swale Borough Council 2004 SMP ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Grove Sittingbourne
59 Borden Play Area 240 Borden Parish council Unknown Playdale Third Party 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Borden Sittingbourne
Bredgar Recreation Ground 60 Bredgar Parish Council Unknown Unknown _ Third Party 'Door-step’ spaces / facilities Bredgar Sittingbourne
m Chilton Avenue 240 Swale Borough Council 1989 2006 Wicksteed ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities St Michaels Ward Sittingbourne
Colson Drive 60 Swale Borough Council 2006 RSS Door-step' spaces / facilities Iwade & Lower Halstow Sittingbourne
63 Denbeigh Close 240 Swale Borough Council 1997 2003 Levercrest ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Milton Regis Sittingbourne
| 64 | Dennis Wilcocks Close, Newington 60 Swale Housing Association Unknown Unknown Third Party 'Door-step' spaces / facilities Hartlip Sittingbourne
m Diligent Drive 240 Swale Borough Council 1992 2004/05 Unknown 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Milton Regis Sittingbourne
Eagles Court Ball Court 60 Swale Housing Association 2006 Husson Third Party 'Door-step’ spaces / facilities Murston Sittingbourne
67 East Hall Farm 240 Swale Borough Council TBA Unknown 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Murston Sittingbourne
68 East Hall Farm 240 Swale Borough Council TBA Unknown ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Murston Sittingbourne
69 East Hall Farm 600 Swale Borough Council TBA Unknown Proposed 'Local’ spaces and facilities Murston Sittingbourne
70 Eleanor Drive 240 Swale Borough Council 2004 Wicksteed 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Kemsley Sittingbourne
71 Fulston Manor 600 Swale Borough Council TBA Unknown Proposed 'Local’ spaces and facilities St Michaels Ward Sittingbourne
! Hartlip Recreation Ground 60 Hartlip Parish Council Unknown Unknown Third Party 'Door-step’ spaces / facilities Upchurch Sittingbourne
73 Homefield Drive 240 Swale Borough Council 2004 Levercrest and SMP 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Hartlip Sittingbourne
74 Hugh Price Close 240 Swale Borough Council TBA Unknown Proposed ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Murston Sittingbourne
75 Johnson Gardens 240 Swale Borough Council 1989 RSS 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Chalkwell Sittingbourne
76 Kemsley B 240 Swale Borough Council TBA Unknown 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Kemsley Sittingbourne
77 Kemsley B 240 Swale Borough Council TBA Unknown 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Kemsley Sittingbourne
78 Kemsley Rec. 600 Swale Borough Council 1992 1999/2000 Levercrest and RSS 'Local’ spaces and facilities Kemsley Sittingbourne
79 Key Street 240 Swale Borough Council TBA Unknown ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Grove Sittingbourne
80 King Georges Playing Field Sittingbourne 240 Swale Borough Council 1989 2003 Levercrest and Wicksteed ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Woodstock Sittingbourne
Leige Close, Kemsley 60 Swale Housing Association Unknown Unknown Third Party 'Door-step’ spaces / facilities Kemsley Sittingbourne
82 Manor Grove 240 Swale Borough Council 1989 2001 Levercrest ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Chalkwell Sittingbourne
83 Mansfield Drive 240 Swale Borough Council 2004 RSS 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Iwade & Lower Halstow Sittingbourne
84 Maylam Gardens 240 Swale Borough Council 2006 2007 SMP Proposed 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Borden Sittingbourne
85 Meads 240 Swale Borough Council TBA Unknown 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Grove Sittingbourne
86 Milton Rec. 600 Swale Borough Council 1989 2001 SMP 'Local’ spaces and facilities Milton Regis Sittingbourne
87 Newington Recreation Ground 240 Newington Parish Council Unknown Unknown Third Party '‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Hartlip Sittingbourne
88 Randle Way 240 Swale Borough Council 2002 Record ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities West Downs Sittingbourne
89 Recreation Way 240 Swale Borough Council 2006 2006 RSS Proposed 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Kemsley Sittingbourne
920 Rectory Field 240 Swale Borough Council 1989 2001/04 SMP/Record/RSS ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Roman Sittingbourne
91 Sittingbourne Rec. 240 Swale Borough Council 1994 2001 Levercrest 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities St Michaels Ward Sittingbourne
92 Stangate Drive 240 Swale Borough Council 2006 2006 Kompan Proposed 'Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Iwade & Lower Halstow Sittingbourne
93 The Grove 600 Swale Borough Council 1989 2001/03 RSS 'Local’ spaces and facilities Grove Sittingbourne
94 The Recreation Ground Iwade 600 Iwade Parish Council Unknown 2005 & 2006 Wicksteed Third Party 'Local’ spaces and facilities IWADE Sittingbourne
95 Upchurch 240 Upchurch Parish Council Unknown Unknown H Third Party '‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities Upchurch Sittingbourne
96 Woodpecker Drive 240 Swale Borough Council 2006 Wicksteed Proposed ‘Neighbourhood' spaces / facilities lwade Sittingbourne
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ANNEX B

PLAY PROVISION AVAILABLE IN
THE BOROUGH PLOTTED
GRAPHICALLY USING G.I.S.



Play Area Types

'Meighbourhood' spaces | facities (LEAR)

‘Local' spaces and facilties (MEAP)

D ‘Door-step’ spaces [ facilities (LAP)
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For further copies, information or enquiries
relating to the content of this play

strategy, please contact the Parks & Children’s
Play Officer.

Swale Borough Council

Swale House, East Street

Sittingbourne

Kent, ME10 3HT

Tel: 01795 424341

Fax: 01795 417477

Email: play@swale.gov.uk
Website: www.swale.gov.uk

If you would like further hard copies or alternative
versions (i.e. large print, audio, different language) we will
do our best to accommodate your request. Please contact
the Council at the above address.

© Swale Borough Council April 2010 - GD0082






