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The Borough has a relatively narrow economic base. Traditionally, Swale has had 
a higher dependence on manufacturing than other parts of Kent. Agriculture and 
related industries are also traditional elements of the local economy. Other than in 
retailing, Swale has a poorly developed service sector. 9� 
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At present, KSP itself does not offer non-property services. Instead, the role of 
providing start-ups and other tenants with business support services is 
undertaken by Sittingbourne Enterprise Hub which is based at KSP.  

KSP has various links with universities (UKC validates qualifications resulting 
from training provided by the Resource Centre at KSP towards foundation 
degrees and many tenants have links with universities – see Section 4) but it 
does not focus on incubating businesses start-ups that originate in universities.  �
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situated adjacent to Canterbury Christ Church University.  Basic services – access 
to meeting rooms, a virtual office facility, broadband access etc. are provided. 
Higher value added services are available – mainly through signposting to external 
service providers.  At present it is some 95% occupied. 
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Harwell Science and Innovation Campus: based on its credentials in nuclear 
research and close links with industry (through spin-outs and privatisation) the 
conclusion of civil nuclear research programmes in the early 1990s led to a 
significant public sector research focus on the campus at present.  Much of this is 
into multidisciplinary technology programmes (materials, bioscience, aerospace, 
particle physics, engineering, instrumentation).  The campus covers some 740 
acres, and the 100 organisations (80 private sector firms) established are all 
technology based.  About 4,500 staff work there.  The campus also hosts the 
Harwell Innovation Centre (run by Oxford Innovation) and the Medical Research 
Council.  There are strong knowledge transfer and training programmes.    
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Oxford Science Park:  is being developed as a joint venture between Prudential 
and Magdalen College.  4.5 miles from the city centre, the park has a potential 
development area of some 75 acres.  The development is being expanded gradually 
and new plots are being developed and occupied.  The site provides facilities for 
companies in start-up or early growth phase.  There is also business support 
available and strong links wit the academic departments of the university exist.  
Strong biotech and ICT presence. 

Begbroke Science Park (Oxford University) is closely integrated with Oxford 
University’s science and technology departments, acting as a technology transfer 
conduit with entrepreneurs through proactive industry facing activities.  The site is 
5 miles from Oxford and was acquired in 1998.  It covers 6,500 square meters with 
office, research, laboratory and high-tech business space.  There is a Centre for 
Innovation and Enterprise that offers a supportive professional environment for 
such firms to grow in.  First and ground floor wet and dry lab and office space with 
one month notice periods are available.  Also present are: the Institute of Advanced 
Technology, Oxford Materials Characterisation Services, and the Knowledge 
Transfer Partnership Office.   
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